Old Davenport house

moves to new home

City intends to
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of the mud. “It was hard to
maneuver,’ project man-
ager Chris Reighard said.
With dry conditions, the
move probably could have
been finished in one day;
because of the mud, crews
likely won’t be finished
until noon today, he said.

The move was coordi-
nated by the city of Daven-
port, which owns the house
and expects torehab it for
resale. The reason it was
moved rather than being
rehabbed on-site is that
residents of the historic
Gold Coast neighborhood
convineed the city couneil
in September that 8th
Strest would be a better
location.

First, the 8th Street lot is
bigger, which will be more
attractive to a potential
buyer, and it is on higher
ground, eliminating water -
problems that have plagued
the house inits location at
the bottom of an alley.

“The water would run
down the alley and into the
basement " area resident
Jack Haberman said
Wednesday, pointing to the
sill on the home that had
rotted on the alley side.

“WWe felt the house would
never suceeed in that loca-
tion, given the drainage and
the smalllot” Haberman's
wife, Marion Meginnis,
added.

Second, moving the
house to a vacant lot on &th
Street fills a gap that was
created when another
house was taken down, so
“once again we will have a
consistent streetscape”
Meginnis said. “This is very
important in older neigh-
borhoods. Too many empty
lots in a neighborhood
begins to destroy the char-
acter of the original "

The circa-1900 house
has no particular historical
significance, butina
neighborhood that has lost
20 percent of its structures
inthe past 30 years, “every

Kevin E. SchmidbQuaAD-CiTY TIMES
Onlookers watch as Goodwin House Moving Inc., Washington, lowa, moves a
more-than-a-century-old house Wednesday in Davenport.

MOVING A HOUSE of a landfill. The cityis

AN P T W ki o8 doing a real good effort.
oving a house is simpla, really. All it takes is considerable skill - 7. "
and the right equipmeant, And time. It's not something that hap- {Ijvrl;e pEEFEDEOUd th.i-mt'
pans fast. You also have to move obslacles — elactrical wires, s ,0 Passession
overhiead fghts, traffic signs, trees and traffic — aut of your way. of the home in 2009 after
The house on Riploy Street was jacked up off its foundation  the owner defaultedona

and baams atlached o sets of wheels were siid under il The combination rehab and
house was secured to the beams and then the whole works was  mortgage provided by the
hooked up, much like a wagon, to a powerful truck, city in 1095, The owner

The movers alse built cribbing in the basement of the house so

that they would have a surface on which to drive the housa out, moved out, essentially

Putting the house back on a new foundatien is a similar opera- Hbandmﬂ_ﬂg the house,
tion in reversa. Berger said.

Rick Goodwin, owner of Goodwin House Moving Inc., charac- *That happens from time
terized Wednasday's move as “not very difficult” in terms of dis- to time,” he said, The city
fance — about a city block — and the size of the structure. tried IlllSllL‘DE.‘i{;fuﬂ}'tu sell

But mud became an issue in moving the housa onta its new

foundation and slowed work down considerabiy the property “asis” at a

greatly reduced price, he
——— added. Several low offers

one is precious,” sheadded. referred to as “stimulus” were made to acquire and
The total cost of the move programs, Berger said. rehab the home for rental

is about $71,000, including ~ The availability of this use, but the original federal

Goodwin's fee andrelated  one-time outside money investment was for home

expenses, such as payments helped convince an other-  ownership, he said.

to MidAmericanand Iowa  wise-skeptical city council Neighbors and the city
American Water Co. toeut  to goalong withthe move.  council prefer ownership,
into the street to discon- Ifregular rehabfundshad ~ too, he said. ,

nect the water line, said been at stake, the decision Rehabbing abandoned
Bruce Berger, the senior might have been different, houses generally takes nine
manager for development  he said. to 12 months. After that,

in the city’s Community Standing inthe middleof depending onmarket con-
Planning and Economic 8th Street and watehing his  ditions, financing and

Development Department. son-in-law direct thepro-  client eligibility factors, the
In addition, city employ-  ject, Rick Goodwin stressed  sale of the property can
eeshadtodisconnectthe  thatmovingahouseisthe take anywhere froma

sanitary sewer line. ultimate recyeling. month to a year.
The move is being paid “You'd need 100 new- 50, ideally, we would
for with money from the growthtrees to build a love to get a new home-

federal Neighborhood Sta-  house like that " he said. owner in the house at 411
bilization Program andthe “Plus, it keeps40to50tons W, Bth around May 2012
TowaI-JORS program, both  of construction debrisout  Berger said.
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Rick Goodwin of Goodwin House Moving Inc

., Washington, lowa, directs
from 718 N. Ripley St. to a new site on 8th Street in Davenport.
100 feet up Ripley and then turning and heading 100 feet up 8t

o

Photos by Kevin E.
refocation of a house Wednesday
The structure was moved about 200 feet —
h Street. See video at getimes.com,
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